
VA99 Natural Bridge Station

VA99, sponsored by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and operated by the USDA
Forest Service (USFS), is located in Rockbridge County in the Blue Ridge Mountains near the
historic James River and Natural Bridge of Virginia.  VA99 is collocated with a 4-module
Interagency Monitoring of Protected Visual Environments (IMPROVE) aerosol monitor and ozone
monitor.  The information collected at this site is used to described the air quality for James River
Face Wilderness, designated a class I area by the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1977.  The site is
operated by Kenneth (Nug) Hickman (pictured) and Herbie Huffman of the USFS.  Cindy Huber of
the USFS is the site supervisor.

Photo by Advanced Technology Systems, Inc.

VA99 has been part of NTN since July 2, 2002;
however, the Forest has been monitoring air
quality since 1987.  Visibility monitoring began in
1987, when photographic equipment was used to
measure visual range.  In 1994, aerosol monitoring
replaced the camera.  In 1999, ozone monitoring
was added through a cooperative agreement with
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality.
That same year, the Forest also began measuring
acid deposition at the Rockbridge County site as
part of the Virginia Acid Rain monitoring program.
Optical measurements of visibility, using a
nephelometer, were conducted for three years
(2001-2003).

Site information by Cindy Huber
Photo at left by Kenneth Hickman

Virginia DEQ web site:http://www.deq.state.va.us/
USFS web site: http://www.fs.fed.us/
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First Day of Spring

Questions?  Call the CAL at 1-800-952-7353 or visit http://nadp.sws.uiuc.edu/cal/

Interested in having your site featured in the 2006 CALendar?
Contact Sarah Milton at (217) 333-7053 or smilton@uiuc.edu if you have questions or need more information.


