
NM12 Capulin Volcano NM
NM12 is located at Capulin Volcano National
Monument which is a unit of the National Park
Service.  The monument is located at the
extreme western edge of the Great Plains and is
included in the 8,000 square mile Raton -
Clayton volcanic field.   An extinct volcano,
Capulin has a geologic date of 60,000 years.
Northeastern New Mexico is dominated by the
shortgrass prairie ecosystem, but is influenced by
the Rocky Mountains which rise within sight of
the volcano.   At elevations reaching over 8,000
feet, a mixture of grasslands and montane forest
exists and precipitation levels generally do not
exceed 15 inches.  Pinyon pine, Ponderosa pine,
and juniper are the prevalent tree species with an
understory of shrubs including mountain
mahogany, scrub oak, three-leaf sumac, and
chokecherry (the Spanish word Capulin) from
which the monument derives its name.

Photos by Bruce Robinson.

Site information by Abbie
Reaves and Bruce Robinson.

Capulin Volcano National Monument web site:
http://www.nps.gov/cavo/

NTN site operations began November 15, 1984.  The New
Mexico Air Quality Bureau sponsors the site and the National
Park Service operates it.  The site supervisor is Josephine Ball
and the site operator is Abbie Reaves (pictured).
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Questions?  Call the CAL at 1-800-952-7353 or visit http://nadp.sws.uiuc.edu/cal/

October 30, 1947 - The Donora smog disaster came to an end.  For 5 days an inversion
trapped impurities over the Monongehela Valley in southwestern Pennsylvania killing 20
people and leaving 2,000 sick.  Source: www.intellicast.com

Meet the CAL Staff: Karen Harlin is the Director of the CAL and the Assistant
Coordinator for the NADP Program Office.  As CAL Director, she manages and oversees
all CAL functions.  As Assistant Coordinator for the Program Office, she oversees archive
sample distribution for use by other researchers and assists the Coordinator, Van
Bowersox, with administrative responsibilities.


