NY96 at Cedar Beach County Park in Southold, New York, is operated by
the Suffolk County Department of Health Services under a grant from the
Peconic Estuary Program (PEP). Laura Bavaro is the site supervisor and
John Bredemeyer (pictured in the middle with Alicia Marin and Scott
Curatolo-Wagemann) is the operator. NY96 began NTN sampling on
November 25, 2003.

Peconic Estuary is home to the culturally and commercially renowned
Peconic Bay Scallop and to hundreds of breeding Ospreys. A recently
erected Osprey nesting platform awaiting occupancy can be seen in the
background of the photo at left.

Soon after Brown Tide blooms (Aureococcus anophagefferens) plagued
the estuary in 1985 and turned the waters a deep brown, the population of
Peconic Bay Scallops was decimated, leading to a near collapse of the
fishery. While Brown Tide blooms have not occurred in the Peconic
Estuary in over a decade, bay scallops and other affected species have not
rebounded. The occurrence and effects of Brown Tide and concerns of
low dissolved oxygen levels in the Peconic's surface waters served as
rallying cries for the Peconic Estuary, River, and Watershed to be
designated as an "Estuary of National Significance" under the federal
government's National Estuary Program in 1992,

The PEP eagerly awaits more NADP monitoring data to incorporate into
the nitrogen total maximum daily load for the western estuary, education
and outreach activities, and further modeling. Through the Peconic
Estuary Program Management Conference, government, businesses, trade
and environmental organizations, residents, and visitors continue to play
an active role in the Peconic's recovery.

Site information and photos by John Bredemeyer g\t
Peconic Estuary Program website:
WWW.peconicestuary.org
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Questions?

Call the CAL at 1-800-952-7353
or visit http://nadp.sws.uiuc.edu/cal/




